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Concept Note for a Youth Forum on PAD at 

the UN Permanent Forum for People of African 

Descent  

By Dr Ornette D Clennon, Director of Research, MEaP Academy Community Training and 

Research Institute (MaCTRI)  

Introduction 

The UN Permanent Forum for People of African Descent (The Permanent 

Forum) is the result of a UN Resolution adopted by the General Assembly in 

2018: 

Decides to establish a permanent forum on people of African descent, which will 

serve as a consultation mechanism for people of African descent and other 

interested stakeholders as a platform for improving the quality of life and livelihoods 

of people of African descent and to contribute to elaborating a United Nations 

declaration, which is the first step towards a legally binding instrument, on the 

promotion and full respect of human rights of people of African descent, and that 

the modalities, format and substantive and procedural aspects of the permanent 

forum will be concluded by Member States and observer States, with further 

consultations with people of African descent (A/RES/73/262) 

The Permanent Forum was adopted by the General Assembly August 2nd 

2021. This concept note is for the formation of a shadow Youth Forum on PAD 

(for young people aged 18 – 25 yrs) that closely tracks the issues brought to 

The Permanent Forum but discusses them from a PAD Youth perspective. The 

main points of interest from the Permanent Forum’s draft resolution that 

pertain to a Youth Forum on PAD are as follows: 

1. Paragraph 1G: “To raise awareness and promote integration and 

coordination of activities, agencies, funds and programmes relating to 

people of African descent within the United Nations system” 

2. Paragraph 4: “Decides that the Permanent Forum shall submit an 

annual report to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly 

on its activities, including advice and recommendations for future 

thematic subjects for their consideration, and engage in the interactive 

dialogue; the report shall be distributed to all Member States and the 

relevant United Nations organs, funds, programmes and agencies as a 

means, inter alia, of furthering the dialogue within the United Nations 

system on issues affecting people of African descent” 

3. Paragraph 3: “Further decides that the Permanent Forum shall be open 

to the participation of States, United Nations mechanisms, bodies and 

specialized agencies, funds and programmes, intergovernmental 

organizations, regional organizations and mechanisms in the field of 

human rights, national human rights institutions and other relevant 

national bodies, academics and experts on issues related to people of 

African descent and nongovernmental organizations in consultative 

https://meap.org.uk/research/
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status with the Economic and Social Council; the Permanent Forum 

shall also be open to the participation of other non-governmental 

organizations, including grassroots and community-based 

organizations…” 

 

 

Why do we need a Youth Forum on PAD? 

We would like the Youth Forum on PAD to shadow The Permanent Forum, 

addressing human rights issues that specifically impact on African and 

African Diaspora youth. In terms of its mandate, we feel that our 2021 draft 

resolution recommendations for The Permanent Forum would still apply to the 

Youth Forum on PAD: 

When possible and appropriate to its mandate, function, and resources, provide 

support to civil society (including but not limited to grassroots and community based 

organizations) of the Forum to document, protect and promote human rights of 

people of African descent, inter alia, support for human rights defenders …(Section 

2d: p. 2) 

 

1. To raise awareness and promote integration and coordination of 

activities, agencies, funds and programmes relating to people of 

African descent within the United Nations system 

We are aware of the other youth departments (and events) within the United 

Nations system such as the Youth Assembly, Youth 2030 Strategy, UNICEF,  

ECOSOC Youth Forum and Office of the Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth. 

These other agencies are important to us in the context of the aspirations of 

the Youth 2030 Strategy: 

This Youth Strategy acts as an umbrella framework to guide the entire UN as it steps 

up its work with and for young people across its three pillars – peace and security, 

human rights, and sustainable development – in all contexts. It seeks to significantly 

strengthen the UN’s capacity to engage young people and benefit from their views, 

insights and ideas. It seeks to ensure the UN’s work on youth issues is pursued in a 

coordinated, coherent and holistic manner. 

However, none of the tools developed by the Youth 2030 strategy have any 

specific streams, which examine or even address issues that are specific to 

African and PAD Youth. This is an important observation especially within our 

current International Decade for People of African Descent (IDPAD). So, we 

believe that there is a clear need to “promote integration and coordination 

of activities…relating to African descent” within the Youth departments of the 

United Nations system. 

 

 

https://critracemmu.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/2021-civil-society-proposal-on-the-modalities-of-the-un-permanent-forum-on-people-of-african-descent-ii-1.pdf
https://critracemmu.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/2021-civil-society-proposal-on-the-modalities-of-the-un-permanent-forum-on-people-of-african-descent-ii-1.pdf
https://critracemmu.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/2021-civil-society-proposal-on-the-modalities-of-the-un-permanent-forum-on-people-of-african-descent-ii-1.pdf
https://critracemmu.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/2021-civil-society-proposal-on-the-modalities-of-the-un-permanent-forum-on-people-of-african-descent-ii-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/partnerships/news/youth-assembly-un
https://www.unyouth2030.com/about
https://www.unicef.org/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/news/2021/04/ecosoc-youth-forum-2021-commemorating-its-10th-anniversary/
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/tag/youth-voices/
https://www.unyouth2030.com/toolkit
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2. Decides that the Permanent Forum shall submit an annual report to the 

Human Rights Council and the General Assembly on its activities, 

including advice and recommendations for future thematic subjects 

for their consideration, and engage in the interactive dialogue; the 

report shall be distributed to all Member States and the relevant United 

Nations organs 

To address this perceived gap in African and PAD Youth-oriented tools, the 

Youth Forum in mirroring its Permanent Forum counterpart, should also submit 

an annual report or reports (in various media formats) that include advice, 

youth-led research and recommendations, which could be fed directly into 

the Youth 2030 toolkit. 

 

3. …the Permanent Forum shall also be open to the participation of other 

non-governmental organizations, including grassroots and community-

based organizations… 

 

Inter-agency participation should be a two-way process (i.e. joining each 

other’s meetings) between members of the Youth Forum on PAD and the 

other UN Youth agencies, as this dialogue and promotion will “raise 

awareness and promote integration and coordination of activities” between 

all UN youth focused departments in “relating to people of African descent 

within the United Nations system”. 

 

 

Recommendations 

 

Initial ideas for The Youth Forum on PAD’s modalities 

 

• Youth Forum on PAD members like their Permanent Forum counterparts 

should reflect geographical, gender, disAbility and LGBTI diversity 

• The Youth Forum on PAD should meet at the same time as the 

Permanent Forum and young people from civil society, grassroots and 

NGO organisations should have the opportunity to meet face to face 

in any available UN chamber.  

• As young delegates will benefit more from preparatory working 

meetings in the run up to the main meeting, this would be best done 

online and could involve an even wider array of youth participants 

who could contribute their views that then could be represented in the 

main Forum meeting. 

• Young representatives on the Youth Forum on PAD should be 

encouraged to run UN-sanctioned social media channels promoting 

their issues and main Youth Forum meetings. 

 

 


